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Command celebrates
Navy’s 225th birthday

By Navy Petty Officer
1st Class Gabe Puello

Command Run Assistant
Editor

MIAMI -- The
Navy celebrated its
225" birthday, Fri-
day Oct 13 with a
cake cutting cer-
emony and a video
presentation por-
traying the saga of
the United States
Navy from the per-
spective of its sailors,
at U.S. Southern
Command’s main
conference room.

Capt. Randy
Robb, commanding

officer, U.S. Navy
Detachment, gave
the keynote address
at what would have
been a joyous occa-
sion, but in light of
the USS Cole inci-
dent, became a som-
ber occasion.

The Navy was
born by a resolution
passed by the Conti-
nental Congress,
Philadelphia, Penn-
sylvania, October 13,
1775.

At Southern

see Bl rthday
Page 3
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Birthday
from Page 2

Command’s ceremony, the
Secretary of the Navy, and
Chief of Naval Operation’s
birthday messages were
read to the commands sail-
ors, followed by a com-

memorative birthday cake
cutting by Seaman Appren-
tice Brendan Ryan, the jun-
ior sailor of the command
and Capt. Robb, the most
senior. The festivities were
not solely exclusive to
Southcom’s sailors, who
were joined by representa-
tives from the other
|
(Right) Navy Capt. Randy
Robb, U.S. Navy Detach-
ment commanding officer
and J-3 Operations Direc-
torate deputy director,
gives the keynote address
at the Navy birthday cel-
ebration. (Left) Robb, the
most senior Navy officer,
and Seaman Apprentice
Brendan Ryan, the most
junior sailor of the com-
mand, cut the Navy’s 225th
birthday cake.

branches of service to com-
memorate the Navy’s birth-
day.

This year’s Navy birth-
day celebration piqued lo-
cal journalist’s interests
more than previous years,
due to the disastrous bomb-
ing of the USS Cole in
Yemen. Media attending

the birthday ceremony,
looking to tie in Southcom’s
reaction with the events in
the Middle East, inter-
viewed several command
spokesmen’s resulting in
local and national televi-
sion and print exposure.
(Editor’s note: See page
4 for a related story.)
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Memorial for USS
Cole survivors
and dead garner

national attention

By Navy Petty Officer 1st Class Gabe
Puello
Command Run Assistant Editor

MIAMI While 10 dead
crewmates still lay trapped in buck-
led, flooded compartments below
decks, and sailors of the destroyer
Cole struggled to keep their stricken
ship afloat, Southern Command
mourned fallen sailors aboard USS
Cole Oct. 16 at the U.S. Southern
Command’s main conference room.

Col. Emilio Chaviano, command
chaplain, led a memorial ceremony
where a “reading of the names” was

performed by Lt. Matthew Bowman
and Petty Officer 2" Class Cynthia
Rosado for the dead, and a prayer
was read for the wounded survivors
of an apparent terrorist attack.

The collapse of an underwater
bulkhead early that morning sent
tons of water flooding back into parts
of the Cole that had been pumped out
in the frantic struggle that began
when a small boat laden with explo-
sives rammed the guided missile de-
stroyer on Thursday morning. Sev-
enteen sailors died in what Ameri-
can investigators describe as a ter-
rorist attack. By nightfall, more than
16 hours after the bulkhead caved in,
the task force commander assigned
to head efforts to save the Cole and
bring the ship home safely described
the collapse as a “catastrophe,” but
said that the worse had been averted.

see Memorial
Page 5

Terrorists attacked the USS Cole
(DDG 67) Oct. 12 in the industrial
harbor in Aden, Yemen during a
scheduled refueling.
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Memorial
from Page 4

The family of
critically injured
USS Cole sailor,
Johann Gokool was
invited to attend the
memorial ceremony
at U.S. Southern
Command, but was
instead flown to Nor-
folk, Va., to anxiously
await the arrival of
her son.

Local television,
radio, and print news
reporters were on
hand to cover
Southcom’s heartfelt
message to their
fallen comrades. Na-
tional attention was
brought upon the
command in the form

N

Photos by Navy Lt. j.g. Frank Kostenko

Navy Lt. Matthew Bowman and Petty Officer 2nd Class Cynthia
Rosado read the names of the Sailors who died in the apparent

terrorist attack of the USS Cole.

of a CNN news story. mand who disagreed
E-mails were re- with the level of me-
ceived from some diaexposure given to
members of the Com- the command or the

manner in which pho-
tographers went
about their business
photographing the

emotions of soldiers,
sailors, airmen, Ma-
rines and Coast
Guardsmen during
such a solemn event.
“ The bottom line is,
the media 1s our av-
enue to the American
public and it is al-
ways important to
remind the American
public that we care
about what happens
to the young men and
women they send to
us to care for,” said,
Col. Ronald Will-
1ams, Southern Com-
mand director of pub-
lic affairs. “It is also
a way to have our
citizens join in saying
farewell to gallant

young warriors,” he
added.
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A second star

Gen. Peter Pace
(Right), U.S. Southern
Command commander
in chief, promotes Brig.
Gen. Gary L. Speer,
deputy commander in
chief, to the rank of
major general during a
ceremony Oct. 3 at the
Main Conference
Room. Speer’s wife
Lynne assists the com-
mander in chief with
the promotion.

(Photo by Army Spc.
Lucy J. Pabon)
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Cohen
strengthens
ties with
Argentina,
Chile

By Linda D. Kozaryn
American Forces Press
Service

MANAUS, Bra-
zil, Oct. 18, 2000 —
U.S. service mem-
bers can expect more
contact with the Ar-
gentine and Chilean
military in the future
because of agree-
ments signed here
Oct. 17.

Defense Secre-
tary William S.

Photo by Linda D. Kozaryn
Defense Secretary William S. Cohen signs a
new U.S.-Chilean agreement with Chilean
Defense Minister Mario Fernandez Baeza.

Cohen strengthened
U.S. ties with the two
South American na-
tions during the 25-
nation Defense Min-
isterial of the Ameri-
cas here. Prior to the
ministerial’s opening
ceremony Oct. 17,
Cohen met with his
Argentine and Chil-

ean counterparts.
Cohen and Ar-
gentine Defense Min-
ister Ricardo Lopez
Murphy signed an
updated agreement
concerning the ex-
change of research
and development in-
formation. It allows
the two nations to

share sensitive infor-
mation on a wide
range of subjects in-
cluding arms pro-
grams, acquisition
and terrorism, a se-
nior U.S. defense of-
ficial said.

Cohen also
signed a new acquisi-
tion and cross-servic-
ing agreement with
Chilean Defense Min-
ister Mario
Fernandez Baeza. It
will facilitate the ex-
change of nonlethal
equipment, increase
cooperation in the
field and reduce the
paperwork involved,
Cohen said. It will en-
hance both nations’
ability to engage in
peacekeeping mis-

sions more effec-
tively, he added.

The new U.S.-
Chile agreement al-
lows the two militar-
1es to exchange goods
and services such as
oil at sea or shipyard
services, the senior
U.S. official said. “It
allows them to help
resupply our Navy in
distant ports,” he
said.

“We have these
agreements with
militaries all around
the world,” he ex-
plained. “This is just
bringing Chile into
the same category. It
increases our abili-
ties to work smoothly
together.”

(AFPS)
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Cohen, regional defense ministers meet in Brazil

By Linda D. Kozaryn
American Forces Press Service

MANAUS, Brazil, Oct.
17, 2000 — Defense minis-
ters from throughout the
Western Hemisphere gath-
ered here in the Amazon
rain forest in mid-October
for the fourth Defense Min-
isterial of the Americas.

“This 1s a great oppor-
tunity to discuss issues that
affect the entire region,”
Defense Secretary William
S. Cohen said Oct. 16 en
route to South America.

Arriving in Manaus,
Cohen joined counterparts
from Canada, the Carib-
bean, and Central and
South America. The de-
fense officials’ agenda in-

“This is a great opportu-
nity to discuss issues that
affect the entire region.”

Defense Secretary William S. Cohen

cluded discussions on envi-
ronmental concerns, natu-
ral disasters, information
sharing, strengthening
mutual trust and confi-
dence and other regional
1ssues.

While narcotics traf-
ficking would certainly be
discussed, Cohen said, he
did not expect it to be the
focus of the meetings. The

United States supports re-
gional counterdrug opera-
tions by providing military
training for local law en-
forcers as well as helicop-
ters and other equipment
to aid the war on drugs.
Initiated by former
U.S. Defense Secretary
William J. Perry, the DMA,
as the conference is known,
has firmly taken hold, ac-

cording to senior DoD offi-
cials traveling with Cohen.
The defense leaders first
met in 1995 in
Williamsburg, Va. A year
later, they met in
Bariloche, Argentina. Then
in 1998, they met in
Cartagena, Colombia. The
DMA is now slated to be
held every two years.
Perry’s vision for the
event was to unite the
hemisphere’s defense min-
isters to promote democ-
racy, create open markets
and maintain stability.
Many who attended the
Williamsburg event met
their counterparts from

see Brazil
Page 9
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Brazil
from Page 8

other nations for the
first time.

Since then, the
DMA has continued
to encourage regional
cooperation, and, ac-
cording to Cohen,
there has been “a
great transformation
throughout the re-
gion.”

“There 1s a
greater level of coop-
eration (and) a much
greater level of trans-
parency with coun-
tries undertaking the
publication of white
papers.

There is more in
the way of coordina-

tion of some of the
training missions
they have together.
We’ve seen resolution
of border disputes
between Kcuador
and Peru and be-
tween Argentina and
Chile.

Brazil, in par-
ticular, has devel-
oped better relations
with its neighbors, he
added. The fact Bra-
zil 1s host of the DMA
1s significant be-
cause, Cohen noted,
“Brazil now has for
the first time a min-
ister of defense. On
past trips I had to
visit with each of the
heads of the mili-
tary.”

While

1n

Manaus, Cohen’s
schedule included bi-
lateral meetings with
Argentine Defense
Minister Ricardo
Lopez Murphy and
Chilean Defense Min-
ister Mario Fernando
Baeza. He was also
slated to update Bra-
zilian
President
Fernando Henrique
Cardoso and Defense

Minister Geraldo
Magela de Cruz
Quintao on the

Middle East crisis.
Cohen had origi-
nally planned to
spend three days at
the ministerial, fol-
lowed by visits to
Brasilia, Brazil;
Buenos Aires, Argen-

tina; and Santiago,
Chile. He cut the trip
short due to the ter-
rorist attack on the
USS Cole in Yemen.
After delivering
opening remarks at

the DMA Oct. 17, the

secretary is sched-
uled to return home
to attend an Oct. 18
memorial service in
Norfolk, Va., for the
sailors killed in the
bombing.
(AFPS)

Cohen calls for cooperative
effort in war against drugs

By Linda D. Kozaryn

American Forces Press Service

MANAUS, Brazil, Oct. 18, 2000 —
Nations of the Western Hemisphere need
to band together in a cooperative effort

to help combat drug trafficking, Defense
Secretary William S. Cohen said here Oct.
17.

Speaking to about 25 national de-
fense ministers at the fourth Defense

see Effort
Page 10
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Effort
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Ministerial of the Ameri-
cas, Cohen called drug traf-
ficking a cancer that will
spread if left untreated. He
said the drug trade, insur-
gency and paramilitary
forces threaten Colombia,
one of South America’s old-
est democracies.

“Working together, we
hope to help Colombia in
their time of need and pre-
vent the conflict from shift-
ing Colombia’s problems to
its neighbors,” he said in his
prepared text.

Organized crime will
flourish and spread when-
ever huge profits can be
made with little risk of ap-
prehension, prosecution,

bors.”

conviction or incarceration,
he said.

He pointed out that the
United States spends 82
percent of its national drug
control budget to reduce
the U.S. demand for drugs.
It also helps Colombia fight
drug traffickers by provid-
ing military training, trans-
portation and equipment,
he said.

Congress has imposed

“Working together, we hope to help
Colombia in their time of need and
prevent the conflict from shifting
Colombia’s problems to its neigh-

Secretary of Defense William S. Cohen

limits on the number of
U.S. military and civilian
personnel involved in the
region, however, Cohen
noted. “We do not, under
any circumstances, intend
to become involved militar-
ily in Colombia,” the secre-
tary stressed.

“Each country through-
out the Americas must de-
cide for itself what role, if
any, it will play,” he said.

“Some may choose to pro-
vide information support.
Some may choose (to pro-
vide) financial support.
Others may decide it’s not
in their interest to take any
action.”

Drug trafficking was
but one of the common
challenges facing the West-
ern Hemisphere that
Cohen mentioned. In the
wake of the Oct. 12 terror-
ist bombing of the de-
stroyer USS Cole in Yemen,
Cohen also urged the de-
fense ministers to defend
against terrorism, particu-
larly in cyberspace.

“I just want you to
think about the prospect of
any dedicated professional

see Effort
Page 11
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Effort
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— not to mention
teen-age hacker —
who could conceiv-
ably shut down
your air traffic
management con-
trol system ...,” he
said. “Or someone
who could shut
down your power
distribution sys-
tem or close down
your financial cen-
ters with the click
of a button. Infor-
mation assurance
1s something we all
need to talk
about.”

Since the last
Western Hemi-

sphere defense minis-
terial in 1998, Cohen
said, defense officials
have made “astonish-
ing progress’ toward
furthering coopera-
tion. The United
States and other
countries have joined

“We want to continue to
build upon relationships
that have been established,
to reduce the tensions and
look for ways we can tear
down walls of mistrust and
suspicion and animosity.”

Secretary of Defense William S. Cohen

forces to provide re-
lief from Hurricane
Mitch and other natu-
ral disasters. Local
officials have re-
solved long-standing
border disputes be-
tween Ecuador and
Peru as well as be-

tween Argentina and
Chile.

“We want to con-
tinue to build upon
relationships that
have been estab-
lished, to reduce the
tensions and look for
ways we can tear
down walls of mis-
trust and suspicion
and animosity,”
Cohen said. He called
on the ministers to
find ways to build a
common approach to
deal with common
threats.

The 34 democra-
cies in the Western
Hemisphere share a
common vision of pro-
moting peace, eco-
nomic and social jus-

tice and interna-
tional cooperation,
Cohen said. Their
goals, he noted, are
to advance regional
security operation,
increase civilian de-
fense expertise, en-
courage democratic
civil-military rela-
tions and reinforce
the trend toward ci-
vilian leadership in
security affairs.

“I urge each
country to acceler-
ate its commitment
to achieving these
goals and applaud
the progress al-
ready achieved,”
Cohen said in his
text.

(AFPS)




Oct. 27, 2000 Command Run

Internet: http://www.southcom.mil

12

School superintendet headlines Hispanic celebration

By Navy Petty Officer
1st Class Gabe Puello
Command Run Assistant
Editor

MIAMI -- The di-
versity, accomplish-
ments and culture of
today’s Hispanics in
the military were rec-
ognized during U.S.
S outhern
Command’s National
Hispanic Heritage
Month Celebration
here Oct. 10 in the
Main Conference
Room. Roger Cuevas,
superintendent of
Miami-Dade County
Public Schools, the
fourth-largest school
district in the nation,

Photo by Navy Petty Officer 1st Class Gabe Puello

Roger Cuevas, superintendent of Miami-
Dade County Public School System, speaks
at the command’s Hispanic Heritage Celebra-
tion Oct. 10 at the Main Conference Room.

served as guest
speaker of this year’s
celebration. The

school superinten-
dent appeared per-

fectly suited for this
year’s theme, “Chil-
dren, our Hope and
Future.”

Cuevas, a native

of Caibarien, Cuba,
immigrated to the
U.S. with his family
in the 1950s and
settled 1in Miami
where he rose
through the ranks of
the Miami-Dade
Public School sys-
tem, eventually be-
coming its superin-
tendent. Cuevas il-
lustrated how his
newly acquired post
as co-chairman of the
National Urban Sys-
temic Initiative in
math and science re-
lates to the current
national debates un-
dertaken by the
presidential candi-
dates. He mentioned

how the candidates,
who take on the re-
cession and short-
comings of the na-
tional education sys-
tem, “need look no
further than today’s
United States Armed
Forces, the greatest
training force I have
ever come across.”
The superinten-
dent also reminded
the attendees about
the recent softening
of immigration laws
to allow technologi-
cally-trained immi-
grants easier access

to U.S. jobs. These

see Cuevas
Page 13
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laws were imple-
mented due to the
lack of U.S. trained
experts. "You (U.S.
Armed Forces) do
have the key to the
American educa-
tional training sys-
tem, the key to tech-
nology, the key to
train the work force,"
added Cuevas.
President
Clinton issued a
proclamation desig-
nating September 15
through October 15
as National Hispanic
Heritage Month.
"Even as Hispanic
Americans grow in

[’

Photo by Navy Petty Officer 1st Class Gabe Puello
The audience enjoys a dance demonstration
by the Brazilian Capoeira Da Abolicao, a child
dance troop in Miami.

numbers and influ-
ence in our country,
they have not forgot-
ten their roots; they
have not forgotten
the pain of discrimi-
nation, of being ig-
nored or left behind.

Instead, millions of
courageous and com-
passionate Hispanic
men and women
across our country
are working to create
a just and equal soci-
ety, uniting around a

firm commitment to
build one America in
this new century,"
said Clinton.

The ceremony

conducted here in
SOUTHCOM's main
conference room rec-
ognized the achieve-

ments of Hispanic
adults and children
in the local commu-
nity and was followed
by a dance demon-
stration by the Bra-
zilian Capoeira Da
Abolicao, a child
dance troop.
I
U.S. Southern
Command per-
sonnel enjoy
Hispanic culi-
nary delights
following the
command’s
Hispanic cel-
ebration Oct. 10
at the headquar-
ters in Miami.
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Photo by Navy Ensign Joe Rystrom
A Salvadoran soldier combats the
dengue outbreak by fumigating for
dengue-carrying mosquitoes in the
capital city of San Salvador.

Medical team responds to
dengue epidemic outbreak

By Navy Ensign Joe Rystrom and Lt. j.g.
Frank Kostenko
U.S. Southern Command Public Affairs

SAN SALVADOR, El Salvador —
Two military preventive medicine
physicians, two entomology experts
and one preventive medicine techni-
cian recently spent several weeks
here responding to the nation’s cur-
rent dengue fever epidemic, which
has claimed 32 lives and infected an
estimated 7,500 others this year.

Army Lt. Col. (Dr.) Bruno P.
Petrucelli, from the U.S. Army Cen-
ter for Health Promotion and Pre-
ventive Medicine, Aberdeen Proving
Ground, Md., led the team sponsored
by the U.S. Southern Command’s
Command Surgeon Office that

worked with the Salvadoran Public
Health Ministry Sept. 26 through
Oct. 6.

Petrucelli said the team provided
El Salvador officials with advice on
mosquito control techniques because
an infected mosquito spreads den-
gue. He said, “This particular den-
gue type is more likely than others
to cause hemorrhagic fever, which
makes a person who has been af-
flicted with the disease to have seri-
ous bleeding and, at times, death.”
He noted that children are more
likely to progress to dengue hemor-
rhagic fever, and to die.

The dengue outbreak situation

see Dengue
Page 15
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Dengue
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has been complicated
because of an in-
crease of precipita-
tion in this year’s
rainy season in El
Salvador, causing an
increase 1n mosqui-
toes in populated ar-
eas.

The Salvadoran
Public Health Minis-
try requested emer-
gency assistance
from the U.S. Em-
bassy in San Salva-
dor, who then con-
tacted the U.S.
Southern Command
Headquarters in Mi-
ami. The medical as-
sistance team was
then assembled and

Photos by Navy Ensign Joe Rystrom
A Salvadoran soldier fumigates vegetation in San Salvador.

sent to El Salvador. Army Capt. (Dr.) Institute of Research,
Entomologist Dr. James Mancuso from and Entomologist
Michael Perich and Walter Reed Army Thomas Burroughs

and Sgt. David
Guerra from Aber-
deen along with
Petrucelli comprised
the team. They ad-
vised El Salvador

Department of
Health officials on
fumigation tech-
niques, and collected
mosquito larva
samples for further
study.

Guerra, who also
acted as the transla-
tor for the team,
helped with setting
traps to collect mos-
quito eggs and with
collecting mosquito
larva. He said the
team helped the Sal-

see Dengue
Page 16
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vadoran Public Health
Ministry with their resis-
tance-testing program.
The samples were pack-
aged and sent to the U.S.
Center for Disease Control,
where they will be tested
to see if they are building
any resistance against in-
secticides.

“We were only able to
put out 16 traps in homes
in San Salvador. Normally
we put out 100 or more dur-
ing the collection process,”
Guerra noted. “We got a
few eggs so it was still a
success.”

The end result, Guerra
added, is El Salvador ben-

efited from assistance from

Dengue-carrying mos-
quitos lay their eggs in
man-made water stor-
age areas, such as this
water storage barrel in
San Salvador. (Photo
by Navy Ensign Joe
Rystrom)

the U.S. and other nations.
“Our team was able to help
El Salvador with the fumi-
gation in and around the
capital, and instill on
health officials the impor-
tance of maintaining sur-

veillance of mosquitoes.
Everything was positive
and I personally felt good
knowing I could use my
expertise as a translator
and medical technician to
help them fight the dengue

outbreak,” he said.

(Air Force Tech. Sgt.
Lee Roberts, U.S. South-
ern Command Public
Affairs, contributed to
this story.)
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Sailors arrive in South Florida for Fleet Week 2000

LAY Pl b L

| e —— —

(Above) The USS Theodore Roosevelt (CVN 71) arrives in Port Ev- Air Force Staff Sgt. Bridget R. Plifka receives
erglades, Fla., Oct. 2 to participate in Fleet Week 2000. an award during the American Airlines 2000
L Sailor of the Year ceremony Oct. 3 onboard
(Right) The USS Miami the aircraft carrier USS Theodore Roosevelt.
(SSN 755) arrives in Port Left to right is Mara Giulianti, mayor of Holly-
Everglades, Fla., Oct. 2. wood, Fla.; Rear Adm. Michael D. Malone;
The attack submarine Plifka, and Master Chief Petty Officer of the
gets its name from the Navy Jim Herdt, who also gave the keynote
city of Miami. (Photos by *| address at the ceremony. The event was
Air Force Tech. Sgt. Lee ® sponsored by the City of Hollywood and the
Roberts) .| Greater Hollywood Chamber of Commerce.
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Command joins
Fleet Week 2000

partners,

builds

‘Habitat for
Humanity’ homes

By Tech. Sgt. Lee Rob-
erts
Command Run Editor

DANIA, Fla. —
Command volun-
teers recently
wielded hammers,
handsaws and deter-
mination to con-
struct trusses and
roofs on Habitat for
Humanity homes

earmarked to shelter
low-income families
in Broward County.
As part of
Broward Navy Days,
the command’s volun-
teers joined forces
with Fleet Week 2000
participants from the
U.S. Navy, U.S. Ma-
rine Corps, U.S.
Coast Guard and lo-
cal community volun-

s —

Photo by Air Force Tech. Sgt. Lee Roberts

U.S. Southern Command volunteers carry trusses Sept. 30 at a
Habitat for Humanity home located off Raleigh Street in Dania, Fla.

teers to build seven along Raleigh Street.
homes at construc- Altogether, more
tion sites located than 60 command

See Habltat
Page 19
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Photo by Air Force Tech. Sgt. Lee Roberts
Air Force Senior Airman Jami McCray, J-2

Intelligence Directorate, helps steady a new
truss being installed onto a home Sept. 30.

Habitat
from Page 18

members labored on
the project Sept. 30
through Oct. 2.
Nancy Daly,
chairman of the
board for Habitat for
Humanity of
Broward Inc., said
volunteers like those
from SOUTHCOM
enabled the organi-
zation to build more
homes, more quickly.
“We normally
take four or five
months to build a
home, and we’ll have
these done probably
in two months, from
the start until the
time the
homeowners move in.

We're calling these
building projects
‘seven and seven’...
seven homes in seven
days. Now they won’t
be completed and
ready to move in at
the end of seven
days,” she explained.
“But they will be
dried in and the doors
and windows will be
in. We will finish the
interior in the near
future.”

The command’s
participants were in-
volved to assist
people in need, and
they worked side by
side with the families
that will be living in
the homes. It’s an
experience most vol-
unteers find very

gratifying, Daly said,
and they are able to
take the spirit of hu-
manity home with
them.

Daly explained
that Habitat for Hu-
manity homeowners
are selected for the
program based on
their individual need
and ability to repay a
largely reduced and
interest-free mort-
gage. In addition,
homeowners must
save $1,200 to defray
closing costs and
must put in 400
hours of what 1is
called “sweat equity,”
which means partici-

see Habitat
Page 20
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Alex Lopez (Below), Army
Signal Activity, prepares a
Habitat for Humanity site
Sept. 30 for installation of
trusses. More than 60 com-
mand volunteers labored
on the project Sept. 30
through Oct. 2 at homes on
Raleigh Street in Dania, Fla.

Habitat
from Page 19

pate in building their home
and other Habitat homes.
They also attend numerous
classes on weekends where
they learn what it legally
means to own a home and
property, how to budget
money carefully, dealing
with drugs in the neighbor-
hood and community, and
other subjects first-time
homeowners need to learn
about.

Air Force Senior Air-
man Jami McCray, a staff
sergeant selectee from the
J-2 Intelligence Director-
ate, volunteered because
she thought it was a worth-
while project, good for the
community. She also has

Photo by Air Force Tech. Sgt. Lee Roberts
Navy Capt. Randy Robb, J-3 Operations Directorate
deputy director, moves a truss into place while volun-
teering with Habitat for Humanity Sept. 30.

previous experience work- manity job site on a roof
ing with plumbing, roofing, installing trusses. But
siding and window instal- what she enjoyed most, she
lations. .

McCray spent a lot of see Habitat
time at the Habitat for Hu- Page 21
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said, was meeting
and working along-
side each of the
homeowners. “It’s a
feel-good thing,” she
said. “It makes you
proud to be in the
military and
SOUTHCOM.”
Another
SOUTHCOM volun-
teer, Navy Chief
Petty Officer Dennis
Mull, from the J-3
Operations Director-
ate, is a civil engi-
neering structural
draftsman. He vol-
unteered because he
said he wanted to get
involved with the

Photo/Tech. Sgt. Lee Roberts

U.S. Southern Com-
mand volunteers
work together to in-
stall trusses at a Habi-
tat for Humanity job
site in Dania, Fla.,
Oct. 30.

construction. But, he
said, 1t’s also about
helping others in the

community.

Liseanne Knight,
the homeowner of the
house McCray and
Mull were working
on, emphasized how
grateful she was that
the SOUTHCOM vol-
unteers took the time
to help build her
house.

“I was on a corner
this morning direct-
ing people to park
their cars. I was look-
ing at the rain pour-
ing, and these people
were still coming,”
she said. “Thank
God! Their hearts
are out here for us...
the love that they
have for Habitat is
tremendous. I'm
overwhelmed — you

just don’t know. I'm
looking forward to
moving into my
house. I don’t know
everybody volunteer-
ing here today, but I
love them to death,”
Knight added.

Mary Lou Bow-
man, the Habitat for
Humanity Construc-
tion Program man-
ager, said a project
like this takes an in-
credible amount of
planning so that ev-
erybody has good
constructive work to
do and has a good
time doing it.

“I think we were
successful. We were
supposed to have 150
to 160 total volun-
teers out here today

(Sept. 30). Being that
it was pouring rain
this morning when
we were supposed to
start... we still had
well over 100 people.
That’s phenomenal,”
she said.

Bowman added
that Navy Days and
Collegiate Challenge
are Habitat for
Humanity’s biggest
construction projects
in Broward County
each year, and
SOUTHCOM volun-
teers are an impor-
tant piece of the
puzzle that makes it
possible to build the
desired number of
homes during Navy
Days.
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Public Affairs Exchange Seminar unites countries

By Air Force 1st Lt. Kim Garbett
JTF Bravo Public Affairs

SATO CANO AIR
BASE, Honduras -- They
came from all over Central
America and the Caribbean
to Soto Cano for the first-
ever multilateral public af-
fairs exchange seminar
Sept. 10 through 14. Rep-
resenting eight countries,
including Guatemala, El
Salvador, Panama, Nicara-
gua, the Dominican Repub-
lic, Costa Rica, Honduras
and the United States,
more than 35 top military
and civilian leaders came
to Soto Cano to share expe-
riences and knowledge be-
tween the many countries
and to standardize differ-

Photo by Air Force 1st Lt. Kim Garbett
Members representing eight Caribbean and Central
American countries discuss Public Affairs crisis man-
agement strategies at the Sato Cano Air Base theater.

ent approaches to public speaking; the seminar was
affairs. The countries se- conducted entirely in Span-
lected were all Spanish- 1ish.

According to Raul
Duany, chief of media rela-
tions at Southern Com-
mand Public Affairs, the
overall emphasis of the
seminar was understand-
ing public affairs as a
whole: the transparency of
information; the role of
public affairs as a spokes-
person and advisor to the
commander, PA doctrine in
general; the ethical aspects
of PA; the importance of a
proactive approach to
news/information dissemi-
nation; crisis management;
and having effective control
of strategy and tactics in
the release of information.

see Exchange
Page 23
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Duany, who has a BA
in advertising, has
been in PA for more
than 12 years. He has
worked for the mili-
tary in public affairs
for many of those 12
years, some as a mili-
tary member, some
as a civilian. Duany
was the primary
speaker during the
seminar.

“In three days,
we covered a wide
spectrum of the PA
mission, serving as
an ethical practitio-
ner, a credible and
prepared advisor for

Photo by Air Force Tech. Sgt. Lee Roberts

Participants at the Public Affairs Exchange
Conference discuss how to standardize dif-
ferent Public Affairs approaches.

the mission ... rang-
ing from maintaining
the force and keeping
families properly in-
formed to dealing
with the media and
establishing positive
relations with the
community,” Duany

said.
SOUTHCOM
spearheaded the con-
cept for this pilot pro-
gram, in conjunction
with the CINC’s vi-
sion. Joint Task
Force-Bravo was se-
lected as a test site by

SOUTHCOM for a
potential future Pub-
lic Affairs Exchange
Center, where multi-
lateral exchanges
like this could con-
tinue to occur on a
regular basis. Other
possibilities for a
Center include
Puerto Rico, and a
couple of other sites
to be determined will
be explored in the
Southern Cone and
Andean Region of
South America.

One of the most
important things
that key players
hoped to cultivate
was that relations
were built between
the countries. “In the
event of potential

contingencies or fu-
ture operations, we'd
be better able to have
a parallel under-
standing with our
counterparts with
what our roles (as
PA) are and have a
common ground for
effective execution,
especially when our
nations are so closely
bound together,”
Duany said. The
United States has
close ties with many
countries in Latin
America, he contin-
ued, with the fifth
largest population of
Spanish speakers
present within it’s

see Exchange
Page 24
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borders. Within a decade,
Duany suggested, the
United States is expected
to have the third largest
Spanish-speaking popula-
tion.

The bottom-line, said
Duany, is that this ex-
change seminar was a
great opportunity to get to
have a common ground and
to understand that the
media is not an enemy but
a key medium of fostering
support from our commu-
nity of nations. In such an
increasingly intercon-
nected global society — a
transnational society with
transnational threats —
this communication foun-

dation is vital for smooth
working relations between
countries, alluded Duany.
For many of the par-
ticipants, the seminar
turned out to be an incred-
ible learning experience.
“Since I'm new to the job,
having so many others
(from a variety of countries)
share their experiences in
and knowledge about pub-
lic affairs was extremely
beneficial to me,” said COL
Nelson Florentino, director
of the Dominican Republic’s
Armed Forces public af-
fairs. “At the seminar, I
have learned to address the
media more effectively and
learned different ways to
handle difficult high-vis-
ibility situations. As soon
as I return to my country, I
will put into execution all 1

Photo/1st Lt. Kim Garbett

The public affairs seminar,
which included 35 top mili-
tary and civilian leaders
from eight countries, was
conducted entirely in Span-
ish Sept. 10 through 14.

have learned here in these
three days... Relations be-
tween our military and our
public can be better; it’s my
responsibility to make sure
this happens.”

According to Mayor
Eduardo Figueroa Ambulo
from El Salvador, “This ex-

change seminar was a very
valuable element, espe-
cially with multiple coun-
tries present. It gave us the
opportunity to share
thoughts, experiences and
friendships. We can also
learn to standardize our
communications among
the countries through these
lessons learned. For me,
crisis management and
planning of public affairs
strategy and tactics were
the most critical things I
will take away with me
from this seminar. If other
opportunities arise for an-
other seminar of this na-
ture, I would definitely go.”

SOUTHCOM is plan-
ning the next test center
and exchange seminar to be
held in Puerto Rico in early
to mid-December.
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CFC kicks off

Brig. Gen. Gary L. Speer (now
major general), U.S. Southern
Command deputy commander in
chief, speaks to the command’s
Combined Federal Campaign key
workers Sept. 29 at the head-
quarters about their roles and
responsibilities. The general
challenged each keyworker to
personally contact every person
in their section, educate them
about the campaign, and give
everyone an opportunity to con-
tribute. The CFC, which is the
only sanctioned charity
fundraising event in the federal
government, officially kicked off
here Oct. 2. The command’s
goal for 2000 is $50,000. (Photo
by Air Force Tech. Sgt. Lee Rob-
erts)
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Relief team
deploys to Belize
in wake of
Hurricane

Keith’s whirlwind

of trouble

By Air Force Master Sgt. Pat
McKenna
JTF Bravo Public Affairs

SOTO CANO AIR
BASE, Palmerola, Hondu-
ras— While Hurricane
Keith was taking aim on
the tiny country of Belize,
bringing with it an ex-
pected whirlwind of
trouble, a team of soldiers,
airmen and Marines from
Soto Cano Air Base, Hon-
duras, were getting spun

duras assess the damage Hurricane Keith left in its wake
as it passed over the tiny county of Belize. Hurricane
Keith dumped more than 30 inches of torrential rain in
Belize while sustained winds of 135 mph whalloped build-
ings and vegetation Oct. 1 and 2.

up too. Leaders at Joint
Task Force-Bravo knew
that if Hurricane Keith
pummeled Belize or any

other country in the region,
the task force would get the
call from U.S. Southern
Command to respond.

“Nobody else could of-
fer the same capabilities as
rapidly as dJoint Task
Force-Bravo could,” said
COL Michael Wood, JTF-
Bravo commander. “Our
rapid response showed our
commitment to the region
and the people of Belize.
We're key Central Ameri-
can partners, performing
the CINC’s regional en-
gagement strategy.”

On Oct. 1 and 2, Cat-
egory IV Hurricane Keith
stalled over Belize, dump-
ing more than 30 inches of
torrential rain in some ar-
eas and walloping its coast-
line and tourist islands
with sustained winds of
135 mph. The islands of

see Keith
Page 27
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Caye Caulker and
Ambergris Caye re-
ceived the brunt of
the storm. Winds
and a six-foot high
storm surge trashed
the town of San
Pedro on Ambergris

Caye, tearing off
roofs, splintering
piers, grounding
boats, and flooding

homes on the town’s
western, lagoon side.

Officials esti-
mate it will cost mil-
lions of dollars to re-
store tourist-depen-
dent Belize’s coral-
fringed cays and gin-
clear waters to their

The team from Sato Cano Air Base, Honduras also assessed the
condition of the runway at Philip S.W. Goldson International Airport
in Belize City and ferried officials from the U.S. Office of Foreign
Disaster to outlying areas, where they could evaluate the damage.

slowly across the Mexico, a38-member
Yucatan Peninsula team composed of
into the Gulf of professionals from

natural beauty.
After Keith me-
andered its way

Joint Task Force-
Bravo and the 1st
Battalion, 228th
Aviation Regiment
launched from Soto
Cano on Oct. 4 in
three UH-60 Black
Hawks and one CH-
47 Chinook left for
Belize City.

U.S. Southern
Command sent in the
Soto Cano team to
assess the condition
of the runway at
Philip S.W. Goldson
International Airport
in Belize City and to
ferry officials from
the U.S. Office of For-
eign Disaster to out-
lying areas, where

see Keith
Page 28
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they could evaluate the
damage.

Besides the assess-
ments, the team made
emergency food drops and
delivered medical supplies,
water, toiletries and other
much-need items in towns
like Bermuda Landing,
Flowers Bank and
Doublehead Cabbage, to
name a few.

A two-member team
from the task force’s civil
engineering shop, com-
posed of 1LT Jonathan
Hadley and Tech. Sgt.
Maria Kraft, conducted the
runway assessment and
then visited Dangriga and
several other Belizean

Hurricane Keith meandered
its way slowly across the
Yucatan Peninsula leaving
tremendous destruction in
its path.

towns, where U.S. military
civil engineers had built
New Horizons projects. All

of the projects escaped se-
rious damage.

According to Maj. Carl
Agar, operation’s chief of
the Humanitarian Assess-
ment Support Team, the
hardest part of the mission
was coordinating with
other agencies.

“There was some frus-
tration in the early hours
of the operation, because ev-
erybody was cocked and
ready to go, but you can’t
launch until you get the
nod,” Agar said. “We had to
work closely with several
agencies, such as the Office
of U.S.Foreign Disaster
Assistance, the Belize
MILGROUP, the airport’s
airfield manager, and the
Belizean Defense Force. It
took some time in the be-
ginning, but what we

learned and the relation-
ships we built will help us
in the future.

“Then, once we got
started, everybody really
pulled together,” Agar said.
“Everybody knew what
they needed to do, and we
didn’t have anybody stand-
ing around with nothing to
do.”

Both Agar and Wood
commented on how the de-
ployment package of per-
sonnel contained the per-
fect mix of skills. In shap-
ing the Hurricane Keith
team, operations planners
used a blueprint of the
package dispatched on Op-

eration Smokey — the
team sent to fight fires in
see Keith
Page 29
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Guatemala earlier
this year.

“If you have the
expertise, you're go-
ing to go,” Wood said.
“It doesn’t make a
difference if you're a
man or a woman, or
a soldier, airmen or
Marine. We want to
take the best with us
on these operations.”

Two of the 1-
228th’s UH-60s flew
22.4 hours in support
of the mission while
the Chinook flew 14.8
hours. In between
transporting emer-
gency supplies and
OFDA assessment

—

'I—.

Besides the assessments, the team made

emergency food drops and delivered medi-
cal supplies, water, toiletries and other much-
need items to various towns throughout

Belize.

team members, the
aviation battalion
also moved members
of Britain’s
Coldstream Guards,
the famous regiment

that defends
Buckingham Palace.

The Guards had
been bivouacked on
Caye Caulker, en-
gaged in jungle war-

fare training, when
asked to lend a hand
with clean-up efforts
on Ambergris Caye,
which was hardest
hit by the storm.

Just weeks be-
fore the hurricane
slammed into Belize,
Joint Task Force-
Bravo had conducted
a hurricane exercise,
planning on how
they’d respond to a
devastating storm
such as Hurricane
Mitch.

“It was very for-
tuitous we had the
exercise just weeks
before Hurricane
Keith hit,” Wood
said. “We knew it was
hurricane season, so
we were thinking

about storms. Some
of the same tools and
thought processes
that we used during
our hurricane exer-
cise were transferred
to Belize.”

The colonel said
Belize skirted seri-
ous damage, and
Hurricane Keith
paled in comparison
to Mitch. Hurricane
Mitch razed Hondu-
ras, killing thou-
sands, displacing
even more families,
and inflicting mil-
lions of dollars worth
of damage.

“The country still
hasn’t fully recov-

see Keith
Page 30
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ered,” Wood said. “Hurri-
cane Keith didn’t paralyze
Belize like Mitch did to
Honduras. The lights were
back on in Belize City in a
matter of days, and there
was a minimal loss of life.
The tourist trade in Belize
has been set back, but six
months from now, I expect
things will be back to nor-
mal there.”

According to Agar, the
greatest threat to Belize is
rising water, flooding and
the threat of diseases like
malaria and dengue fever.

The task force and the
228th received praise from
U.S. Ambassador to Belize
Hon. Carolyn Curiel, U.S.

The citizens of Belize are
recovering from Hurricane
Keith, which devestated
the country Oct. 1 and 2.
Belize is still being threat-
ened by rising water,
flooding and the threat of
diseases like malaria and
dengue fever.

SOUTHCOM commander
Marine Gen. Peter Pace,
and the people of Belize for
quickly confirming the air-
field could support aircraft
so that humanitarian orga-

nizations could shuttle in
much-needed supplies.
“The whole team per-
formed exceptionally well,”
Wood said.
“The important thing

was that we accomplished
the mission, helping to re-
lieve suffering and bringing
the country quickly back to
its feet,” the colonel said.
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I News briefs |

Miami area tour

The Family Support
Center is sponsoring its
monthly Miami area tour
9 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. Nov. 24.
The tour is free to military
personnel and their fami-
lies. The tour begins and
ends at the Codina Build-
ing, Suite 110, at 8300
NW 33 Street. For more
information or to sign up
for the tour, call (305) 437-
2665.

Newcomers brief

The Family Support
Center is sponsoring a new-
comers briefing 8:30 a.m. to
4:15 p.m. Nov. 17 at the
Base Operations Education
Center located at the

Codina Building, Suite
110, 8300 NW 33 Street.
The briefing is the first
Tuesday of every month.
The briefing includes
presentations from the
TRICARE representative;
SOUTHCOM Health
Clinic; Housing Office;
Traffic Management Office;
Education Office; Legal
Office; Quality of Life Of-
fice; Morale, Welfare, and
Recreation: DoD Police;
and chaplain. For more in-
formation or to reserve your
seat at the briefing, call
(305) 437-2667 or 2665, or
toll free at (888) 547-4025.

Smooth move
The Family Support

Center i1s sponsoring a
Smooth Move briefing Nov.
21 from 9 to 11 a.m. at the
U.S. Southern Com-
mand Headquarters
Conference Room 1401.
Call (305) 437-2639 for
more information or to sign

up.

Legal Assistance

Call Army Staff Sgt.
Brigitte Romain at (305)
437-1303 or Suzanne
Estes at (305) 437-1304 to
schedule legal assistance
appointments.

Employment

The Family Support
Center’s Employment
Readiness Program pro-

vides four-day Transition
Assistance Program work-
shops; Marketing Yourself
for a Second Career work-
shops; pre-separation brief-
ings (including completion
of DD Form 2648); resume
writing workshops; inter-
viewing skills workshops;
job fairs; job and career
transition coaching; job
search strategies and refer-
rals; individual coaching
and support; access to FSC
computers for Internet job
search and resume devel-
opment; access to commu-
nity employers’ data re-
source reference manuals;

see Briefs
Page 32
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and notary public
services. For more
information or to
sign up call Marva
Creary at (305) 437-
2671 or 2665 or E-
mail crearym@hq.
southcom.mil.

Sponsors

The Family Sup-
port Center is pro-
viding sponsor train-
ing 8:30 to 10 a.m.
Nov. 27 at the U.S.
Southern Com-
mand Headquar-
ters Conference
Room 1401. Call
(305) 437-2665 to
sign up or for more

information.

Resumes

There is a Re-
sume Writing Work-
shop 3 to 4:30 p.m.
Nov. 8 at the Codina
Building, 8300 NW
33 Street, Suite
110. Call the Family
Support Center at
(305) 437-2665 to
sign up or for more in-
formation.

Idaho Guard

The Idaho Air
National Guard, in
Boise Idaho, has part-
time openings for

1COX1, 1C4X1,
2A1X1, 2A7X1,
2A6X1, 2FO0X1,

2W1X1, 2T2X1, and

more are available in
many different ca-
reer fields not listed.
Call the Idaho Air
National Guard toll
free at 1-800-621-
3909 or DSN 422-
5383 or 5597.

Picnic time

The U.S. South-
ern Command Picnic
1s 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Nov. 18 at Parrot
Jungle and Gardens
located at 110 S.W.
57th Avenue. For
tickets contact the di-
rectorate MWR rep-
resentative.

Flood damage

Anyone affected
by the recent flood
can register with the

Federal Emergency
Management Agency
to assist with cover-
ing any uninsured

losses such as auto
and home repairs.
Call FEMA toll free
at (800) 462-9029.

How do | get

Emergency Financial Assistance
At the U.S. Southern Command all

service members and dependents can
access emergency financial assistance
from the Army Emergency Relief officer
at the Family Support Center. First see
your unit commander, then see the AER
officer located at the Codina Building. If
an emergency arises on a weekend or
holiday, call the AER emergency pager
at (305) 979-3024 or go to any local
American Red Cross chapter.

AER helps with emergency needs like
food, rent or utilities; emergency trans-
portation and vehicle repair; funeral ex-
penses; medical and dental expenses; and
personal needs when pay is delayed or
stolen.
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Kindness quenches ﬁety thirst of SOUTHCOM runners

By Lisa D. Luse’
Special to the Command Run

rip, drip, drippity,
drop. That is the
sound of sweat

falling from drenched
hair, tired muscles and
the agony of ‘de feet’ after
completing Friday’s staff
run.

After running several
miles in formation, tired
runners look forward to
quenching their fiery

An early start allows
these ladies to gather the
needed ice, cups, and
coolers to serve everyone.
“They go and get the ice
around seven in the morn-
ing, set up and are always
ready to serve the run-
ners at the end of their
gruelling run. They are
determined never to let
anyone down,” said
Haydee Gelpi, chief of the
Family Support Center.

Runners of all ser-

thirst with refreshing Photo by Army Spc. Lucy J. Pabon  vices have benefited from

sports drinks served by Julia Sealey (Right) and Jamileth Powell, Family Sup- the generosity of the

the staff of the Family port Center, mix up a sports drink to serve the Family Support staff who

Support Center. command’s runners after their weekly staff run. care so much about the
Every Friday for the welfare of the military

past three years, Julia Support Center, and other tasty sports drinks for all

see Kindness

Sealey and Jamileth volunteers, have been of USSOUTHCOM run-
Page 34

Powell, both of the Family preparing a variety of ners.
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members who run
each week. And the
military members
are very apprecia-
tive.

“They come in
real early to set up
and prepare the
drinks. That moti-
vates us,” said Army
Sgt. 15t Class Jorge
F. Vargas, of J-5.
“They are dedicated
because the same
volunteers are al-
ways out there with
their smiles. They
have a good attitude
about providing this
service to us.”

In addition,
Vargas said, there is

Navy Petty Officer 2nd Class
Ana Mojica, J-2 Intelligence
Directorate, enjoys a cold
drink following a recent staff
run. U.S. Southern Command
personnel can look forward to
quenching their thirst each
week after running several
miles together in formation
thanks to volunteers from the
Family Support Center who
provide refreshments. (Photo
by Army Spc. Lucy J. Pabon)

always plenty of
water and juice, and
they never run out.
In fact, runners can
choose from several

different flavors, he

said.

Occasionally
sponsors from the
local community

provide monetary
support and addi-
tional volunteers to
provide drinks and
snacks.

“I thought the
drinks came from
money collected
within the com-
mand. By getting a
sponsor from an
outside source it
lets them know that
we are here to stay.
We are out there
protecting them and
they know it,” said
Vargas.

Following a
recent run, Brig.
Gen. Keith Huber, J-
3 Operations Direc-
torate director,
commented how
pleasant it is to end
the run and receive
these refreshments
from such friendly
hosts and hostesses
serving the runners.
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‘Today our navy remains the most powerful navy in the world’

By Adm. Vern Clark cess to the high seas for
Chief of Naval Operations international trade.

' We are who we are
partly because of those
who have sailed before us.
Ours is a heritage of influ-
encing world events; of
operational success, victo-
ries in battle, and con-
stant readiness to answer
the call of our nation.
From old Ironsides to the

ince the creation of

the United States

Navy in 1775,
Americans have heeded
the call to service - to the
nation, to the Navy, ser-
vice to our shipmates. We
are each a part of this
great heritage and must
never take it for granted. battle of Midway to
Every year on the occa- : : Desert Storm, and count-
sion of the Navy’s birth- Photo by Air Force Tech. Sgt. Lee Roberts ]ess deployments and
day, October 13, we take =~ The USS Theodore Roosevelt (CVN 71) pulls into Port battles in between, our
the opportunity to reflect Everglades, Fla., Oct. 2 to participate in Broward Navy service has changed the

teEkly

T W r R - L k
AR : e

on our past and our fu- Days Fleet Week 2000. The Navy celebrated its 225th course of history.

ture. birthday Oct. 13. This heritage is a
Today our navy re- direct result of our will-

mains the most powerful can sovereignty in the protect her interests. We

navy in the world. We four-corners of the World. influence Events ashore See Message
provide access for Ameri- We defend our nation and and we ensure open ac- Page 33
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ingness to serve,
and it is this service
that makes us dif-
ferent. When we
take the oath of
service, we choose a
life of consequence
and dedicate our-
selves to carry out
the orders necessary
to defend the inter-
ests of the United
States. Our country
expects, and appre-
ciates, this service.
The ultimate com-
pliment is that, as
Americans, we will
not entertain the
idea of anything less
than total mission

Photo by Navy Petty Officer 3rd Class Alex C. Witte

A U.S. Navy F-18 Hornet launches from the flight deck of the USS
Kitty Hawk (CVN 63) while the ship operates in the Western Pacific
Ocean Oct. 6.

success. That way
of thinking is in-
grained in us - ser-
vice, total success,
not second best,

ever.

As we celebrate
225 years of naval
history and look to
the future, we will

be a navy that holds
a life of service as
the core of our exist-
ence. Recognizing
and living the ideals

of naval service is
our continuing chal-
lenge. Just as those
who have gone be-
fore us, we now
uphold the promises
made to our nation,
our navy and our
shipmates: to sup-
port and defend the
constitution of the
United States; to
serve honorably;
and to provide our
people the opportu-
nity to grow and
prosper. This is who
we are, and this is
who we must be.

I salute you for
your service, and
wish you a happy
navy birthday ship-
mates!

Adm. Vern Clark
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Seaman Apprentice Lori Seroka

Service:
U.S. Navy
Organization:
J-2 Intelligence Directorate
Duty title:
Intelligence analyst
Time in service: 16 months
Hometown:
| Killeen, Texas
Hobbies: Reading, playing
pool and hanging out with
friends
Favorite duty station: This is my only one
Career Highlights: Being interviewed by local media
about the USS Cole bombing and how | felt about
being a female sailor... and appearing on the news

Spc. Gregory B. Rivers i

Service:

U.S.Army
Organization:

Army Signal Activity
Duty title:

Mail clerk

Time in service:

3 and one half years
Hometown:

Gautier, Miss.
Hobbies: Haninging
out, chilling, drinking,
play station, aol.com

Favorite duty station: Suwon, South Korea
Career Highlights: Being assigned to U.S. South-
ern Command and living in Miami
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J-3 Arrivals

Congratulations to the following
personnel who recently joined the
U.S. Southern Command and J-3
Operations Directorate:

B Navy Cmdr. Scott Gorden

B Army Maj. George Miranda

B Air Force Reserve Maj. Alberto
Rivera

B Air Force Maj. Gerardo de la Cruz
B Air Force Maj. Curtis Tookes

B Marine Capt. Walter Parker

B Air Force Capt. Deeann Emery

B Navy Petty Officer 2nd Class
James H. Trosper

B Ina Lindquist

B Samuel Pinto-Castillo

B Army Maj. Mario Arzeno

B Army Cpl. Alexander Saldana-
Cotto

J-3 Departures

Farewell to the following person-

nel who recently departed the U.S.
Southern Command and J-3 Opera-
tions Directorate:

B Marine Maj. Shawn Engel

B Army Maj. Jose Torrens

B Army Sgt. Sonya Drake

B Marine Staff Sgt. Warren Neel
B Maria Arjona

B Tammi Barreras

Graduate award

Congratulations to Air Force
Senior Master Sgt. Danielle
Pease, J-3, who recently received the

Air Force Senior NCO Academy’s
Distinguished Graduate Award.

J-3 promotions

Congratulations to the following
military personnel from the J-3 Op-
erations Directorate who were re-
cently promoted to the ranks indi-
cated:

B Army Reserve Lt. Col. Ricky Spann

B Army Maj. Robert Schmidt
B Army Maj. Mario Arzeno

J-3 promotion selection

Congratulations to the following
Air Forece lieutenant colonel in the
J-3 Operations Directorate who was
recently selected for promotion to

the rank of colonel:
B Dale L. DeKinder

BABY CRIB

Congratulations to the par-
ents of the newest additions to
the U.S. Southern Command
family. The following babies were
born recently:

Sept. 26: Daniel Patrick
Schmidt, son of Army Maj. Rob-
ert Schmidt, CMD, and wife
Tracy. The baby weighed 11
pounds, 12 ounces.
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Assault training

Marines from the USS
Nassau Amphibious
Assault Group train at
Camp Garcia Landing
Strip on Vieques Island,
Puerto Rico Oct. 17. The
Marines came ashore in
beach landing craft and
to the landing strip in
helicopters during a
“Supporting Arms Coor-
dination Exercise.”
(Photo by Navy Ensign
Joe Rystrom)




